






EUROPEAN NETWORK OF AI-POWERED

ADVANCED SCREENING CENTRES

Flagship of the Apply AI strategy

Anca Scortariu

Deputy Head of Unit

AI in health and life sciences, DG CNECT, AI Office



• support for SMEs

• enabling an AI-ready workforce

• leveraging advanced AI 

capabilities

• ensuring trust in the market

Harness AI’s 

transformative 

potential by driving 

adoption of AI 

across strategic 

and public sectors 

Apply AI Strategy

• Apply AI Alliance: a Forum for policymakers, 

industry, academia and civil society

• AI Observatory: Tracking progress and insights



Apply AI Strategy in healthcare
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Four flagships including targeted measures to boost AI adoption



Apply AI flagship initiatives in healthcare

AI-powered advanced 

screening centres

Flagship 1
Evidence

Deployment 

playbooks

Network of expertise in AI 

deployment

Flagship 2

Healthcare organisations running studies 

and pilots on AI solutions

Healthcare professionals, hospital 

managers, policymakers, patient 

representatives, AI developers, ethicists, 

economists



AI-powered advanced screening centres
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Open network of medical centres that are deploying AI solutions

for prevention, early detection or diagnosis of cancer or 

cardiovascular diseases.

► Piloting AI tools and solutions: deploy solutions, integrate 

them in clinical workflow, carry out local performance 

evaluation and monitoring of the deployed solutions 

► Collaborative studies on AI performance: generate

evidence by evaluating the real-world performance of AI 

models/algorithms 

Call for expression of interest open until 10 September 2026

► Webpage:
European AI-powered advanced
screening centres

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-screening-centres
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https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-screening-centres
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-screening-centres
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-screening-centres


Benefits of participating
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► Knowledge exchange and transfer: community of practice with regular meetings 

and events → medical centres gain timely insights from peers, across different 

levels of AI maturity.

► Capacity-building support: targeted training on AI and data management

► Early access to EU outputs: information sessions on results, tools 

and guidance from COMPASS-AI, Cancer Image Europe etc.

► Participation in real-world studies: early exposure to 

emerging technologies

► Positioning as early adopters: EU reference sites for 

AI in healthcare and featured in Commission communications 

and Apply AI Alliance events



Supporting actions

► Deployment of cutting-edge multi-modal AI-based solutions in medical imaging, 

building on the Cancer Image Europe platform, EUR 14.4 million​

Call closed on 3/3/2026, EU Funding & Tenders Portal

► Apply AI: Piloting AI-based image screening in medical centres, assist resource-

limited health care settings with performing analysis of medical data EUR 9 million​

Call will open on 21/04/2026, more info: Large-Scale Pilots of AI and GenAI for Medical Imaging 

► Advanced digital skills for AI in health​: training in the area of AI and related 

advanced digital skills for healthcare workforce EUR 7.8 million​

Call will open on 21/4/2026, more info: Amended DEP WP 2025-2027

No funding directly linked to participation in the network, but funding from Digital Europe for 

projects that will contribute to the work of the network 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/DIGITAL-2026-AI-09-SOLUTIONS-CANCER-STEP
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/large-scale-pilots-ai-and-genai-medical-imaging
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/large-scale-pilots-ai-and-genai-medical-imaging
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/large-scale-pilots-ai-and-genai-medical-imaging
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/126013
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/126013
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/document/126013


Advanced digital skills for AI in health More information

► Webpage: European AI-powered advanced screening centres

► Call for expression of interest:
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runn
er/EuropeanNetworkAIScreeningC
entres_registration

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/ai-screening-centres
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Restricted calls 
(focus on DEP Article 12.6)



Legal basis: Digital Europe Programme Regulation, Art. 12(6):​

✓Procedures include an Ownership control assessment of participants followed by submission of
guarantees, where envisaged​

Calls subject to such restrictions and the precise conditions for each call are set out, in the Work 
Programmes published on the Funding & Tenders Portal.
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Legal basis for restricted calls

DEP Work Programme level

✓Indicated in the topic description + justification​

✓9.3 Appendix 3 – Implementation of Article 12(5)
and 12(6)

DEP call documents

✓Indicated in the specific topic conditions

✓Indicated in Section 6 Eligibility

✓Annex 2 Eligibility restrictions under Articles 12(5)
and (6) and 18(4) of the Digital Europe Regulation



Guidance documents restricted calls

Funding and Tenders portal:

• Participation in EU calls with ownership and control restrictions  
– corporate guidance published on 22 December 2021, update 
of 1/1/2026

• Corporate templates – Ownership control declaration and 
Guarantee template in the F&T Portal

guidance-on-participation-in-eu-calls-with-ownership-and-
control-restrictions_en.pdf

LINK



High-risk suppliers 



DEP WP 25-27 Appendix 4: Restrictions for the protection of European digital 
infrastructures, communication and information systems, and related supply chains

➢ lays out the applicable rules for the protection of strategic assets and interests of the Union or its 
Member States, including the EU Toolbox on 5G cybersecurity in accordance with Article 136(2) of 
the Financial Regulation

Entities assessed as “high-risk suppliers”, are currently set out in:

▪ Second report on Member States’ progress in implementing the EU toolbox on 5G 
cybersecurity of 2023;

▪ Related Commission Communication on the implementation of the 5G cybersecurity toolbox 
of 2023.
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High risks suppliers' restrictions in DEP 



▪ Additional eligibility criteria apply under identified actions in the DEP WP 25-27:

• Entities that are assessed as high-risk suppliers of mobile network communication equipment (and 
any entities they own or control) are not eligible to participate in any capacity (including e.g.
subcontractors)

• Introducing related cost/eligibility conditions regarding equipment and other goods, works and/or 
services (listed in the Appendix 4, such as cyber-security requirements)

▪ Practical implementation

• Entity eligibility assessed at GAP

• Risk-based approach

39

High risks suppliers' restrictions in DEP 
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